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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS. 


 o  

ARTICLE'  I. 

This  Chapter  shall  consist  of  a  High  Priest, 
King,  Scribe,  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal  So- 
journer, Royal  Arch  Captain,  Three  Grand  Masters 
of  the  Veils,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Tyler  and  an 
unlimited  number  of  members. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  regular  meetings  of  this  Chapter  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Friday  in  each  and  every  month, 
and  Monday  night  of  each  Court. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  of  this  Chapter  shall  be  elected  an- 
nually at  the  regular  meeting  immediately  preced- 
ing the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist;  unless  at 
that  meeting  another  be  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  shall  be  installed  on  the  day  of  said 
festival. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

All  elections  of  officers  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  be 
decided  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast ;  after  the 
third  ballot,  should  so  many  take  place,  all  candi- 
dates except  the  two  highest  shall  be  withdrawn. 
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ARTICLE  V. 

All  questions  submitted  to  the  Chapter  shall  be 
decided  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present, 
unless  otherwise  set  forth. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Petitions  for  the  degrees  of  this  Chapter  must 
be  made  in  writing  at  a  regular  meeting ;  signed 
by  the  applicant  and  recommended  by  a  member, 
and  said  petition  shall  be  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee  of  three,  and  lay  over  until  the  next 
regular  meeting ;  unless  in  cases  of  emergency  so 
deemed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present ; 
and  the  ballot  in  all  cases  either  for  degrees  or 
membership  must  be  unanimous  to  admit. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

No  fee  shall  be  charged  for  the  admission  to 
membership  of  any  companion  who  has  been  ex- 
alted in  the  Chapter,  and  such  companion  may  be- 
come a  member  by  signing  the  By-Laws,  if  he  does 
so  within  three  months  after  his  exaltation  ;  after 
which  time  he  must  make  regular  application,  and 
abide  the  decision  of  the  ballot. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  fees  for  the  Degrees  in  this  Chapter  shall  be 
Thirty  Dollars ;  for  Healing  Ten  Dollars  for  per- 
sons having  received  one  or  more  Degrees  else- 
where ;  and  for  admission  to  Membership  Three 
Dollars,  and  said  fees  must  in  all  cases  accompany 
the  petition. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
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Every  member  shall  pay  yearly  to  the  Secretary 
for  the  use  of  the  Chapter  fifty  cents,  and  should 
he  neglect  his  dues  for  twelve  months,  he  shall 
forfeit  all  the  p^vileges  of  membership  so  long  as 
he  remains  a  delinquent ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
two  years  should  his  arrearages  not  be  paid,  his 
name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  members, 
due  notice  of  such  delinquency  having  been  given 
him  by  the  Treasurer.  Nor  can  he  again  be  ad- 
mitted to  membership  until  all  arrearages  are  paid  ; 
provided  that  the  Chapter  shall  have  the  right  to 
remit  arrearages  whenever  the  inability  of  a  mem- 
ber to  pay  the  same  is  apparent. 

article  x. 

Members  wishing  to  demit  must  make  applica- 
tion at  a  regular  meeting,  and  if  there  be  no  ob- 
jection, the  Secretary  shall,  after  all  his  dues  are 
paid,  furnish  him  with  a  certificate  of  withdrawal 
if  required. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  High  Priest  to  see 
that  the  By-Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations  of  this 
Chapter  are  duly  observed,  that  all  the  Officers 
and  Committees  perform  their  duties  faithfully,  and 
that  the  records  and  accounts  are  true  and  faith- 
fully kept.  He  shall  have  power  and  authority  to 
convene  the  Chapter  when  in  his  judgment  any 
emergency  may  require  it.  He  shall  sign  all  or- 
ders on  the  Treasurer,  see  that  order  is  strictly  ob- 
served in  the  Chapter,  that  the  regular  returns  are 
made  to  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  that  this  Chapter 
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is  duly  represented  at  each  Grand  Convocation. — 
He  shall  cause  the  balance  sheet  to  be  read  before 
each  balloting,  and  each  member  entitled  to  vote 
shall  deposit  his  ballot  as  his  name  is  called. 

ARTICLE  XII.  * 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep 
just  and  true  accounts,  and  at  every  meeting  to 
have  a  balance  sheet  on  his  table,  which  shall  be 
read  before  any  balloting  or  voting  takes  place. — 
He  shall  receive  all  monies  due  the  Chapter  through 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  giving  his  receipt  for 
the  same.  He  shall  pay  no  money  without  a  writ- 
ten order  signed  by  the  High  Priest.  At  the  first 
regular  meeting  in  December,  and  oftener  if  re- 
quired, he  shall  exhibit  a  full  account  of  all  receipts 
and.  expenditures,  together  with  a  general  state- 
ment of  Members  accounts,  setting  forth  the  exact 
financial  condition  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  his  es- 
pecial duty  also  to  notify  every  member  in  arrears 
for  twelve  months,  to  see  that  in  twelve  months 
thereafter,  the  names  of  all  such  as  do  not  settle  be 
stricken  from  the  \mi  of  members,  apprising  the 
Chapter  thereof,  and  having  the  same  entered  on 
the  minutes.  At  every  Regular  meeting  he  shall 
have  a  corrected  balance  sheet  on  the  High  Priest's 
desk,  and  shall  furnish  the  Secretary  with  a  cor- 
rect copy  every  quarter,  and  shall  receive  2\  per 
cent  commissions  on  receipts. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  fair  and  true  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Chapter,  receive  all  mon- 
eys due  the  Chapter,  note  the  same  on  the  minutes, 
and  pay  them  immediately  over  to  the  Treasurer, 
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taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  also  see  that  every 
member  signs  the  By-Laws.  He  shall  be  careful 
to  issue  summonses  for  all  regular  or  emergent 
meetings,  when  required  by  the  presiding  officer,, 
and  deliver  them  to  the  Tyler,  and  for  his  services- 
he  shall  receive  5  per  cent,  commissions  on  his  re- 
ceipts. 

article  xir. 

The  Tyler  must  be  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Masoo, 
and  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  for  each  meeting 
he  attends.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  see  the  Room 
kept  in  order  and  the  Jewels  and  other  furniture 
of  the  Chapter  in  their  proper  places.  He  shall 
serve  all  summonses  placed  in  his  hands  by  the 
Secretary  or  the  High  Priest,  if  within  his  power, 
and  attend  generally  to  the  duties  appertaining  to 
his  office. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

There  shall  be  appointed  on  the  day  of  each  an- 
nual election  a  Committee  of  Three  including  the 
High  Priest,  to  be  denominated  the  Committee  of 
Charity,  of  which  the  High  Priest  shall  be  ex-offi- 
eio  Chairman.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Com- 
mittee to  assist  unfortunate  and  indigent  compan- 
ions coming  within  their  knowledge,  reporting 
from  time  to  time  their  proceedings  to  the  Chapter. 

article  xys. 

The  Chapter  shall  have*  power  to  judge  of  the 
Masonic  conduct  of  its  members;  and  all  other 
Eoyai  Arch  Masons  within  its  jurisdiction T  it  may 
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proceed  to  admonish,  reprimand,  suspend,  or  ex- 
pel, first  allowing  the  accused  an  opportunity  of  a 
hearing. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

All  amendments  or  additions  to  these  By-Laws 
must  be  proposed  in  writing  at  a  regular  meeting, 
read  at  two  successive  regular  meetings,  and  ap- 
proved by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

These  by-Laws  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  February,  1867. 

All  pre-existing  By-Laws  are  hereby  repealed. 

EULES  OF  ORDER. 

Art.  1.  All  communications  shall  first  be  hand- 
ed to  the  High  Priest  for  his  inspection. 

Art.  2.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak T 
without  first  rising  and  respectfully  addressing  the 
High  Priest.  Two  or  more  rising  at  the  same 
time,  shall  abide  the  decision  of  the  High  Priest. 

Art.  3.  No  member  shall  speak  twice  on  the 
same  subject  without  express  permission  ;  and  the 
speaker  shall  peremptorily  be  called  to  order  for 
irrevelance,  or  for  a  wanton  consumption  of  time. 

Art.  4.  Official  notice  only  shall  be  given  ap  - 
plicants  of  the  proceedings  on  their  petitions — any 
violation  of  this  Rule  shall  be  punished  by  fine  or 
suspension. 


Ratified  February  1ML  1867. 
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